
DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.3299/2/2023/
                                                            11th December, 2023

O R D E R

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Dy. Medical Superintendent, ESIC Hospital, Okhla, New Delhi, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Preeti Sharma, House No.18A, Pocket-9, DDA Flats, Gomti Apartment, Kalkaji Extension, New Delhi-110019. 

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 24th November, 2023 is reproduced herein below:-

“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Dy. Medical Superintendent, ESIC Hospital, Okhla, New Delhi, alleging professional misconduct on the part of Dr. Preeti Sharma, House No.18A, Pocket-9, DDA Flats, Gomti Apartment, Kalkaji Extension, New Delhi-110019. 
The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. Preeti Sharma and other documents on record.
The following were heard in person:-

1) Dr. Naveen Kumar 

         Medical Officer ESI Hospital 

2) Dr. Preeti Sharma 


Senior Resident 

Complainant Dr. Munesh Kasana, Dy. Medical Superintendent, ESIC Hospital alleged that Dr. Preeti Sharma was selected as Senior Resident in the specialty of Pulmonary Medicine. She joined this hospital in the specialty on 11.01.2021. On 19.03.2021 this hospital was dedicated to 250beds Covid Hospital and all the medical officers are entrusted to perform roster duties to the patients round the clock during national pandemic. Dr. Preeti Sharma SR informed the office on 22.04.2021 that her father was hospitalized for COVID-19 without submitting any documents supporting the admission or illness of her father. On 26.04.2021 Dr. Preeti Sharma further informed that “she stays alone with his bedridden father (suffering from chronic kidney disease) househelp of her father died of the COVID-19 pandemic hence, requested to permit her to leave to arrange for house help. The controlling authority vide mail dated 23.04.2021 directed the doctor to submit documents for her father like the medical report of RT PCT report etc. and reminded her that all leaves of any kind have been cancelled due to national pandemic. She was directed to join her duty immediately. On 27.04.2021 Dr. Preeti Sharma was again advised to join duty otherwise action as per rules and the Disaster Management Act shall be taken against her, but she failed to comply with the directives of controlling authority. As the hospital was facing acute shortage of doctors and services of Dr. Preeti Sharma Senior Resident required duties National Pandemic Covid-19 but she failed to join her duty till date. It is requested to take suitable action against Dr. Preeti Sharma Senior Resident. 
Dr. Preeti Sharma in her written statement averred that she joined ESIC Corporation Hospital on 11th January, 2021, as pulmonary medicine SR, briefed about her bed ridden father’s health to Medical Superintendent, ESIC, Okhla and B. HOD Chest Medicine Dr. Kaushal Pant at the time of joining. She briefed that she stay alone with her father and house help (Mother expired in 2011). She worked from 11th January, 2021 till 21st April, 2021 honestly, regularly following and abiding by orders of Medical Superintendent, HOD Chest Medicine, HOD Casualty. On 16th April, 2021 and 17th April, 2021 she had casualty duties, post which she tested positive for covid-19 on 20th April, 2021. She was physically and mentally abused by the patient’s attendant in casualty (Covid-19 positive patient died-had come with saturation of 25% at room air). It can be checked from CCTV footage 17th April, 2021 night 18th April, 2021 early morning (security issues in hospital). Her house help succumbed to Covid-19 and expired on 21st April, 2021. Her father Mr. Amar Nath Sharma bed ridden 85 year old, patient of Chronic Kidney Disease/DM/HTN/Osteoporosis/CAD patient was hospitalized on 21st April, 2021 as Covid-19 suspect under Dr. D.K. Aggarwal (Senior Consultant, Nephrology) in Indraprastha Apollo Hospital. On 22nd April she submitted an application personally in MS Office ESIC Okhla /Dr. Debnath/ forwarded by Dr. Kaushal Pant (HOD-Chest Medicine) stating her helplessness in joining duty as she had no help for her father and she was the sole care taker of him. On 26th April, 2021, she received a mail from ESIC, MS Office Okhla to join duty ASAP disregarding her father’s health along with her. On 26th April, 2021, she replied back her helplessness. On 27th April, 2021, ESIC Okhla authorities disregarded her request again and forced her to join duty ASAP. She humbly requests Delhi Medical Council to read the attached mails in which she has mentioned her helplessness and requested authorities for leave, had prayed her apologies for the inconvenience caused. She was totally helpless and sick. She finally requested leave from EISC Okhla (which was not sanctioned) to arrange for a house help, but her health also deteriorated and she was totally helpless in this pandemic with her old ailing bed ridden father financially, mentally, emotionally and professionally. She herself now suffering from post covid hemoptysis and taking treatment. Her humble submission to the authorities is that she was in a miserable state mentally, physically, emotionally and financially and continues to be sick till date. She certainly had no purpose for neglecting her duties. She is highly apologetic again. She requests Delhi Medical Council to kindly consider her defence.
In view of the above, the Executive Committee makes the following observations:- 
1. It is evident from the records at the disposal of the committee and oral testimonies that Dr. Preeti Sharma was herself suffering from covid infection at that time.

2. Further, the family circumstances necessitating her to take care of her bed ridden father as a sole caregiver is justifiable.

3. The complaint raised by Dr. Mukesh Kasana, prima facie, seems to be motivated, unjust and personal in nature. Raising the complaint in the DMC forum seems to be motivated by intent to harass.

4. The Committee finds that charges of neglect of duty by Dr. Preeti Sharma is unsubstantiated and the complaint may be dismissed.

In light of the observations made hereinabove, it is the decision of the Executive Committee that no professional misconduct can be attributed on the part of Dr. Preeti Sharma.

Complaint stands disposed. “
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Expert Member,
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 24th November, 2023 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 08th December, 2023.
 By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                    Delhi Medical Council

     
                                             


                       (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                  


                        
                                     Secretary
 Copy to:
1. Dr. Munesh Kasana, Dy Medical Superintendent, ESIC Corporation Hospital, Sri Maa Anandmayee Marg, Okhla, Phase I, New Delhi-110020.

2. Dr. Preeti Sharma, House No. 18A, Pocket A-9, DDA Flats, Gomti Apartment, Kalkaji Extn., New Delhi. 
                             

                                                             (Dr. Girish Tyagi)
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